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To whom much is given,
much will be required.
Luke 12:48

means we are held responsible for what God
has blessed us with.
It
has been the focus in my
life ever since reading and
understanding the verse
in the Bible. As God has
blessed all of us with gifts
and talents, we are encouraged by the Word of
God to share those God
given gifts with others.
Whether it’s knowledge,
wealth, or time, make
sure you do what the Lord
say do. Share your gift
and be blessed.

If you have heard these
words before, you know it

I know you will do the
right thing. I’ll see you

serving, singing, praying
or participating on a Sunday program at FBC in
2021.

Ministerial Staff
Rev. Sharon Harrel
Dr. Patricia H. Norwood

May the Lord bless thee
and keep thee; May the
Lord make his face shine
upon thee and be gracious
unto thee; May the Lord lift
up his countenance upon
thee and give thee peace!

Pastor
Sr.

Leonard Harrel,

F ROM T HE P ASTOR E MERITUS ’ DESK
Greetings to everyone!
We are thankful that
God has blessed us to see
a new year. We enter
into this year with optimism about the things
which lie ahead, as well
as the knowledge our
Lord will lead and guide
us, and we realize there
will be moments of great
challenge as we move
forward. But we know
our Lord and Savior will
be with us throughout
the year.

We thank God for this
new year. We want to
continue to grow in the
Lord as well as put off
some of those things
that have held us down
from being all that God
wants us to be. I count
it all a joy to have
served as your pastor,
but I’ll go forward as
your Pastor Emeritus
doing what the Lord has
for me to do. Let us
walk by faith into this
year, giving thanks to
God for his compassion

and righteousness.

I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

I pray blessings and
God’s guidance upon
Pastor Leonard Harrel. I
know God will order his
steps as he leads and
guides the church. Mark
11:24 says, ”Therefore I
tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe
that you have received it,
and it will be yours.” God
bless you in the new year
of 2021!
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Pastor Emeritus,
Rev. William Davis Sr.
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T HANK Y OU
V ELMA C ADOR G RAY
Poem submitted by Kelvin
and Velma Gray

To Reverend Davis:
Your God-sent, Spirit-filled
messages have:

Encouraged us in the Word
and has shown us how to

Magnify the Lord. You
have demonstrated to us
how to

Endure and remain
steadfast by giving us

Revelation of God to help
us grow by

Imparting God's wisdom by
Teaching, preaching and
living

Uncompromised words that
will lead us to

My obedience to God the
Father, Jesus his Son and
the Holy Spirit, another day,
another year, another opportunity.
“Can anything good come
from the ‘hood?” was just
one of his many sermon
titles over the years.
The year was 1977 when I
met William M. Davis , Sr.,
the uncle of my thenboyfriend Kelvin Gray. He
was always willing to assist,
give advice, and thoughtful
knowledge of God’s Word.
Listening to his knowledge
of the Bible stories, teaching classes on Revelation,
and being an example to
follow, watching how he
interacted with family and
friends—I want to dedicate

this article to say THANK
YOU for years of teaching
what thus said the Lord,
training and sharing of your
knowledge to all you came
in contact with.
“Don’t Forget To Remember,” “ Is There Anything
Too Hard For God?” are just
two of your many sermons,
but these really stayed with
me. Thank you for listening
when I had questions about
things in the Bible and everyday life situations. Thank
you for things that you said
that put my mind at ease
without you knowing that
your words gave me peace
and clarification knowing
that you’ve always been a
phone call away, always,
with a biblical foundation.

As you always quote, “1st
Corinthians 15:58- Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be yea steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as yea know that your
labour is not in vain in the
Lord.”
My life is better today for
meeting and knowing you
all these years. Thank You
for many more years to
come of me asking and getting words and wisdom
from Rev. William Davis, Sr.,
my pastor, friend, uncle and
spiritual teacher. THANK
YOU!

S ALVATION

B IRTHDAY G REETINGS
S ISTER E MILY D AVIS
January
Happy Birthday to all of those
born in the month of January!
We thank God for another new
year of His love and grace. May
you celebrate the gift of life
that the Lord has given you and
include Him in all that you do.
He has given us another year
and another opportunity to
serve Him in so many ways.
May God bless you today and
give you strength to have positive thoughts and to give you
success in your life. We pray
that the Lord be with you on
your birthday and every day.
Have a blessed and happy New

Year!

March

February

Happy Birthday to all of those
born in the month of March! As
the springtime comes around,
we thank God for this time of
grace and the opportunity to
spend time together with family, friends, and loved ones. We
hope that you take the time on
your special day to thank God
for all He has done in your life.
May your birthday be filled
with happiness and gratefulness, and let your heart be
filled with the blessings of the
Lord. Have a great and blessed
birthday.

Happy Birthday to all of those
born in the month of February!
In this time of love and appreciation, we recognize the love
that God has given to each and
every one of us. I pray that
your birthday is a day of both a
realization of your blessings
and a day of thankfulness and
praise for the good to come.
May the Lord continue to guide
you on your special day and
give you the strength to have
positive thoughts in all parts of
your life. Have a safe and
blessed birthday.
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H E G AVE
B RO . M ATTHEW S HARPER , S R .
At a time when everyone is

Jesus, to die and pay for

more spiritual gifts to

giving gifts to each other, it

our transgressions. All

serve Him.

would do us well to remember

that accept Jesus’ death on

“Having then gifts differing

what God has given us:

the cross as payment for

according to the grace that



God has given us every-

their sin can have the gift

is given to us, whether

thing we have: food, drink,

of salvation.

prophecy, let us prophesy

health, ability to work,

“For the wages of sin is

according to the propor-

and a mind to think and

death; but the gift of God is

tion of faith; Or ministry,

accomplish all that we do.

eternal life through Jesus

let us wait on our minister-

There is nothing that we

Christ our Lord.” Romans

ing: or he that teacheth, on

have that God has not, one

6:23

teaching; Or he that exhor-

way or another, allowed

“For by grace are ye saved

teth, on exhortation: he

us to have. Those that

through faith; and that not

that giveth, let him do it

proudly proclaim they

of yourselves: it is the gift

with simplicity; he that

have “done it all them-

of God: Not of works, lest

ruleth, with diligence; he

selves” do not understand

any man should boast.”

that showeth mercy, with

that every breath, every

Ephesians 2:8-9

cheerfulness.” Romans 12:6

For those that are saved,

-8

heartbeat, and all that we





do, are allowed by God.

God gave His gift of the

There is no such thing as a

Holy Spirit to them.

God has given us power

“self-made man”.

“… and ye shall receive the

over the many obstacles

“And also that every man

gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts

we face during our life-

should eat and drink, and

2:38

times.

enjoy the good of all his

“But the Comforter, which

“And all things, whatsoever

labor, it is the gift of God.”

is the Holy Ghost, whom

ye shall ask in prayer, be-

Ecclesiastes 3:13

the Father will send in my

lieving, ye shall receive.”

“I have planted, Apollos

name, he shall teach you

Matthew 21:22

watered; but God gave the

all things, and bring all

“And whatsoever we ask,

increase.” I Corinthians 3:6

things to your remem-

we receive of him, because

God has given the gift of

brance, whatsoever I have

we keep his command-

salvation to all that will

said unto you.” John 14:26

ments, and do those things

For those that are saved,

that are pleasing in his

God has given them one or

sight.” I John 3:22

accept His way of heaven.
God has given His son,





For those that are saved,

God is so wonderful to
give us all that He has
given us. None deserve
His goodness. The least
we can do is to give back

to Him part of what He
has allowed us to have.
We should give to Him,
not because we have to,
but because we want to.
God wants us to serve
Him, obey Him, and live
for him because we love
him. Do you love Him
enough to give back to a
giving God? No one can
give more than our heavenly Father has, but will
you give of your time,
finances, and life to Him?

THE HOLY JOURNAL

P AGE 4

W ORDS T O L IVE B Y
Blessed New Year! The word
blessed means happy.
Each of us are blessed to
behold a new year, a new
beginning. God has allowed us another opportunity to live for him, to
fulfill his purpose and
plans for our lives. We
give God all the praises,
glory and honor!

“T HINK , S PEAK ,
P RAY , L OVE ,
G IVE , G ET ”

With the dawning of each
New Year, many have
prepared lists or are contemplating
resolutionsyou know the things that
you have simply made up
in your mind that you
must do in the New Year.
Perhaps the top three (3)
resolutions each year are:
Lose Weight; Exercise
Regularly; and Get in
Shape. There isn’t anything wrong with resolutions, as long as you remain faithful.
As Christians, our focus
should be a little different.
Getting in spiritual shape
is just what the doctor
ordered-Dr. JESUS that
is!
Deuteronomy 6:5 tells us
just how to get in shape
and maintain spiritual and
physical shape.
“And
thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all

thine heart, and with
all thy soul, and with
all thy might.”
When our focus is on loving our God and being all
that we can be spiritually,
its overwhelming effect
allows us to live a more
productive life physically.

When we expend all our
efforts and energy toward
loving God with our all,
we will be able to:
 Think on those things
that are true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, of a
good report
 Speak kind words and
encourage each other
 Pray for our enemies
and those who spitefully use us
 Love our neighbors
with an agape love
 Give as the Lord has
blessed us-our tithes,
our talents, and our
time
 Get our physical bodies in shape
Our focus is clear when
we have our priorities in
order:
1st God; 2nd Others; 3rd
Our self.
Let us resolve to remain faithful

in our efforts to become spiritually fit!
Christian New Year’s
Resolutions
How can I use the New Year
to better serve my Lord?
I’ll read my Bible every day,
and be more in accord.
I’ll find new ways to serve
others; I’ll love my neighbor, too.
I’ll focus on "give" instead
of "get" in everything I do.
I’ll forgive the people I’m
mad at; angry feelings I’ll
discard;
I’ll try to love my enemies,
even though it’s hard.
In the new year, I’ll lift people up, instead of putting
them down.
I’ll fill my heart with love
and joy, and never wear a
frown.
I’ll let go of my worries; I’ll
put it all in His hands;
I’ll repent and try to sin
less, and obey all His commands.
These new year’s resolutions are difficult, at best,
But there’s something I can
do each day
That will put my soul at
rest:
I’ll love my Lord with all my
heart, with all my mind and
soul,
And if I do that essential
thing, all the rest will be in
control.
By Joanna Fuchs

T HANK YOU L ORD
L.A.D AVIS
Happy New Year Family! We
thank and praise our Most
Awesome God for allowing us
to see the year 2021! It was
only because of His Grace and
Mercy that we are still here
today! HALLELUJAH!
The year 2020 will be a year
we will never forget. Many of
us lost loved-ones, witnessed a
world pandemic, seen a president instigate hate and refused
to accept the results of an election he lost, and because of it,

we open this year with a terror
attack on our nation’s Capitol.
We have literally had our lives
turned upside down! BUT we
can say Thank YOU Lord for
bringing us through it all!
We don’t know and understand why God allowed us to
go through this but I hope we
all use this time as an opportunity to grow closer to Him.
When we are faced with situations that are unexplainable,
our first thoughts should be to

go to God in prayer. We don’t
know why BUT He does!
Thank YOU Lord!
I encourage you to thank our
Lord Jesus not just daily but
several times throughout the
day and hold on to the assurance of Jeremiah 29:11, “For I
know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and
a future.”
In Jesus’ Love
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Last year, we received ANOTHER $500 donation from The Reaux Family which
allowed the Youth Ministry to bless EVERY child with a toy! We ask that you
continue to keep our children and the Reaux family in your prayers. Here are
few pics submitted by Mother Valerie Sharper.

First Quarter Dates To Remember:
1/18 MLK Day

1/20 Inauguration Day

02/1-28 Black History Month

02/14 Valentine’s Day

03/28 Palm Sunday
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3115 Newton Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Phone: 225-383-7868
Email: fbcrpark@eatel.net
Website: www.fbcrichmondpark.com
MINISTERIAL STAFF
REV. LEONARD HARREL, PASTOR
REV. WILLIAM DAVIS, SR., PASTOR EMERITUS
REV. SHARON HARREL
DR. PATRICIA NORWOOD

Dedicated to the service of God for over 100 years!

Due to COVID-19 Restrictions our service times are as follows:
Worship Service: Sundays 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary & via conference call
Sunday School Preview: Tuesdays 6:45 p.m. via conference call only

Please join us in person or via phone
Conference Call Number: 978-990-5000—ID: 693297#

